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The following are a list of tips and tricks that have come up during workshops and
through feedback from users that will help make your hat making experience go a lot

smoother.

1) IMPORTANT FIRST STEP PRIOR TO

WIRING THE SIDE BAND: When sewing
the side band together at the center back, and
installing the tip to the side band, you will find that
it may be difficult to get the needle through. If you
stitch or 'pre-punch' holes in the side band in
certain areas prior to wiring the side band, this
process becomes much easier. Simply remove
all thread from the machine. Use a Size 14 or
16 needle. Set the machine stitch length to the
longest possible length. Stitch along the edges as
per the following diagram. This will pre-punch
holes in the buckram and provide you with
sufficient holes for hand stitching later.

Stitch with no thread 1/4” from the edge
across the top of the side band piece
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Side Band

Center Back
Stitch with no thread 1/8” from the edge
or center seam down each side.

2) Gluing Fabric to the Brims: SARA, BETH, DIANNE, AUDREY, RICHARD, DALE

LYNN styles or any hat with a curled brim, require that the brim covers be glued down to the
buckram and then curled. When gluing, for best results, make SURE that you do not over saturate the
buckram with glue. The goal is to spread the glue over the buckram as lightly as possible and to cover
the entire surface with glue up to about 1/4" from the edge. It is important to get glue on the entire
surface, otherwise bubbles in the fabric will emerge where the glue hasn't grabbed. Do not press the
fabric down in place, just lightly smooth it into the glue. For best results, glue one side and then let it dry.
Go back and glue the other side later. If necessary, use a wider glue brush for greater surface coverage.

3) CURLING THE ABOVE BRIMS UP OR DOWN: Buckram varies in weight and ability to curl.
If you are using a DND hat kit, then curl the brims after the glue has dried on the brim, and after the brim
edge has been sewn on. This may be contrary to your instructions but you will get better results. Before
attaching the crown to the brim, curl the brim edges by steaming lightly and rolling the edges up. The
buckram will wrinkle or crack if it is too steamed and then you won't obtain a nice rolled curl. Steam a little
at a time and roll upward using both hands to manipulate the buckram until you get the desired results.
FOR DIANNE, BETH AND DALE LYNN BRIMS THAT TILT DOWNWARD - after the crown and brim are
attached, steam lightly and curve the wire and buckram downward.

4) ATTACHING THE CROWN TO THE BRIM: This can be made a lot easier if you first align
Center Front and Center Back on both pieces. Take a few tack stitches at each point that are strong
enough to hold the two points in place. Then go back and stitch the remainder of the crown to the brim.
This method will make it a lot easier to sew the remaining parts together.

5) HAND SEWING THE SIDE
BAND COVER TO THE
CROWN TIP:

When sewing the side band cover to
the completed crown, it may be
helpful to use paper clamps at the
bottom to hold it in place.
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